
RHEEMS ELEMENTARY 
PTO Meeting Agenda 

Monday, April 7, 2014 at 6:00pm 
 

I. Call to Order: Lisa Dolan, Georgia Cambria, Wendi Grinnell, Michelle Henry, 
Mary Ann Mollohan, Linda Bell, Jennifer Elder, Kelly Carter, Jacques Viau, Lori 
DiRisio 

II. Principal’s Report:  
a. Giant A+ Rewards Info 

- Mr. Viau spoke to the business office regarding Giant check 
- The check will go to the school because Giant is given the School’s tax-

exempt number. In the past the check has been handed over to the PTO 
to use for school. 

- From now on, the check will be put in the school’s student activity fund.  
- The check that Rheems collects only goes to the Rheems Activity Fund. 
- Mr. Viau controls what the fund is used for overseen by the business 

office.  
- PTO will not be able to be used to reimburse the things spent to bump up 

Giant rewards numbers 
- The fund can be used to cover assemblies, folders, anything that can be 

used for ALL students at Rheems.  
- 5 year movie license can be covered under the activities fun.  
- Implications for Rheems PTO: they need to decide what can be covered 

under the Activities Fund, Change the budget based on these items to 
move forward year-to-year (specifics will need to be discussed each 
year, but we will be able generalize what items can be covered)  

- Because the funds go to a school, we have to be careful about how the 
funds are raised. We can’t expense the account to grow the account.  

- Donations from the community as incentives to grow the fund? The 
school district has to be careful with this, it is one thing to donate to the 
PTO, but it is another thing for it to be donated to Rheems. Technically, 
any donation that is coming to the school, that has to get approved by the 
school board.  

- Ideas for getting numbers: Principal dying his hair blue, things that are 
school wide. Non-monetary rewards for students. 

- We need to clarify what the committee can do going forward. Soliciting 
donations will not be an option for Giant A+.  

- Will Giant A+ still be a PTO committee in the future? For now we need 
to keep Giant A+ committee as part of PTO based on budget this year. 

- Should the committee continue to be part of PTO (addressed to Mr. 
Viau)? He said there is a benefit to it being part of PTO and not separate 
from it, just making a clear plan on how to move forward.  

b. Communication to Mr. Viau coming through the Rheems PTO gmail account so 
he knows it has gone through the PTO process first. 

c. Ideas for closet space for 1st Grade and up following Lice outbreak this year. Mr. 
Viau can look into it. 

d. Question asked about possible implications for Box Top Committee same as 
Giant A+, PTO is looking into this.  

- Motion to add this to May’s agenda, Motion made and approved to be 
added to the agenda next month. 



III. Treasurer’s Report:  
a. Printed copy available at meeting and reviewed by Jennifer. 

IV. Teacher’s Report:  
a. Thanked us for all that PTO has done this year.  
b. Field Day is the end of May (May 29th, rain date is Wednesday, June 4th) 
c. Girls on the Run Mon/Wed after school. Girls running a 5k on May 17th.  
d. Bounce house a prize for Field Day, Lisa said we need to find one for Field Day 

since it was a reward for Giant A+.  
V. Committee Reports: 

a. Pennies for Patients-Jen Creason: Everything submitted for the program 
(May 5th-9th collection) Assembly is Friday, May 2nd. Using the PTO Bulletin 
Board for collection.  

b. Box Tops-Kristi Teeter/Wendi Grinell: Finished the Spring Submission 
(about $900) $1697 for this school year so far. Donut Party tomorrow for the 
winning class.   

c. Book Fair-Anne Garber:  
- May 19-23 BOGO books Family night is 5/20. Received all of the 

bruised books, so every student will get one at the Spring Fair.  
- Fall Fair (10/17-24) 
- Mr. Viau asked about possibility of using another space for the week. 

There is another room we could use for the Spring. We will ask the 
Chairs what their thought is for using the other room. 

d. P.I.E.-Allison Carmichael/Christine Kay: No update 
e. Community Service-Kelly Carter: 51 Jared Boxes made, possibly combining with 100 day, 

item list tweaked next year for room and things 
f. Room Parents-Michelle Sikora: No update 
g. Staff Appreciation-Jennifer Elder: Teacher appreciation week. May 5-9. 

Tuesday, May 6 as the day for food in the Library.  
h. Yearbook-Tara Oltmans/Erika Dupes:  

- 17 books for Community Service Families. 
- Ordered! (240 books ordered) 

i. Hoss’s/Pizza/Rita’s Night-Michelle Henry/Maureen Rife: No Update 
j. Campbell’s Labels-Michelle Schneider: No Update 
k. Giant A+ Rewards-Lisa Dolan:  

- Giant A+ Rewards Committee thinking of things for next year, possible 
waiting to see what the big thing is for Rheems to use the money for this 
year.  

- Packet to go out the week before Memorial Day weekend (May 16th), 
now with new information, push back to first week in June.  

- Sending things home via US Mail so it gets into the parents’ hands 
- Families would get the numbers they submitted last year to ask again 

and the new packet for next school year. 
- Idea presented to give numbers back with the numbers from last year 

and a letter about revamping the program and sending home at the start 
of a new year.  

- If we are presented with a big check, we can use that publicity to get 
families excited for next year.  



- Expenses for the Spring: Tickets for 9 students for Hershey Park. 
Purchasing from the Harrisburg Catholic Diocese at lowest cost. Bounce 
house for Field Day.  

- Lisa asked if Lea Taylor and Theresa Yoder could co-chair the 
committee with her.  

l. Scholarship-Tara Oltmans:  
- 6 people applied 
- Mr. Viau has the applications to review with teachers. 

m. Wolfgang-Christine Hall/Jennifer Elder:  
- Top 10 winners need Limo and Pizza Party 
- Date for this from Mr. Viau 
- We have an extra 1% for next year. 

n. Assemblies-Jennifer Elder:  
- Possibly coming out of the activities fund. (Assembly is 4/23) 

VI. Old Business – 
a. Thank you for Volunteers: Mr. Viau is checking on it. 
b. New Business Submissions:  Topics must be submitted to Rheems PTO the 

Friday prior to meeting start.  New business identified in course of meeting will 
be added to next meeting’s agenda 

c. Bulletin Boards:  
- Covered for the end of the year. Next year we are doing 1 per marking 

period with volunteers.  
- Lisa asked about having 2 smaller permanent bulletin boards to stay up 

all year one with faculty and one with PTO news, Map? Committees can 
sign up for board. 

- Mr. Viau mentioned he is getting signs made for directions to different 
rooms in the building for the fall.  

VII.  New Business –  
a. Adding another meeting for May: Vote for meeting, Michelle motioned for 

another meeting in May, Wendi seconded the motion. Vote Passed for adding 
another meeting.  

b. Kindergarten Teacher Request:  
- Utilize Kindergarten Field Trip funds for Cafeteria Exercise 
- We are going to hold this decision for ice cream until we find out what is 

being asked and what is budgeted. 
c. Nomination Committee (2014/2015 Officer Nominations):   

- Committee Approval Vote / Update 
- Nominations for Maryann Molihan, Tara Oltmans, Lisa Robinson 

1. Motion to vote Michelle, Lisa seconded, Passed to have 
nomination committee with these members. 

d. Committee Appointment to Amend 2006/2007 By-Laws: Michelle 
Henry, Allison Carmichael, Tara Oltmans, Lisa motioned, Wendi Seconded, 
Motion passed to amend bi-laws. 

e. Meeting Date Change: May 5th is 4th Grade orchestra, Motion to move date 
made by Georgia, Michelle seconded Date changed to 5/12.  

- Adding a meeting 5/19 for Giant A+ and By-laws 
f. Financial/Budgetary Transparency: Mrs. Greenly had a folder accessible to 

any parent. We can add info to the agenda for parents to know.  



g. Communication: Lisa requested for that to be added to the agenda. Clear 
communication guidelines going forward. It will be good to have these guidelines 
clear prior to the fall committees going into next year. Bi-laws make it clear as to 
what communication needs to go through.  

h. Programming Review: An email will be sent out explaining this and return it 
before the May meeting. We are making a binder so these can be compiled and 
filled out before May’s meeting. Email and Website. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:19pm    

 
Next meeting: Monday, May 12, 2014 at 6:00 in the Rheems Library. 


